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American Guide Series and American Diversity

Maiko MINE
(Chuogakuin University)

In the Great Depression era, Works Progress Administration provided the white-collar
unemployed with public art projects, under the banner of Federal One, which included
Federal Art Project, Federal Theater Project, Federal Music Project, Federal Writers'
Project (FWP) and so on. As part of the FWP, more than 6,600 writers/would be writers
set out to compile the American Guide series, many of whom later became acclaimed
American writers.

The aim of this study is to explain the background in which the FWP needed to initiate
the American Guide series on public enterprise based on the context of the "See
America First" campaign held in previous decades, as well as that of a mobile
revolution with the launch of the T-ford automobile that dramatically transformed the
American landscape. Then, this study will analyze one outstanding feature of the
guidebook: introducing diverse people living in various cities throughout the United
States, and describing their lives vividly for the benefit of readers or travelers.

The guidebooks, thus, not only showcase general sightseeing spots, but also depict
ordinary people’s lives in an interesting manner. For example, the episodes of factory
workers and lives of minority groups are juxtaposed with those of celebrities such as
Davy Crocket and John Rockefeller in the same amount of volumes of depictions. The
guidebooks are meant to let the voices of Americans belonging to different ethnic
groups and classes (who were never taken into account as a national identity before) be
heard to celebrate American diversity.

Rethinking diversity may sound a little clichéd, but it is still a very relevant topic, with

the United States becoming increasingly divided. This study re-evaluates the
guidebook series where the FWP focused on American diversity.
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Ezra Pound and Noh Plays

Yoshiko Kita
(Chuo University)

The Western interest in Japan has been rapidly aroused ever since Japan opened
to the world about 150 years ago. It is widely acknowledged that Western artists were
fascinated by unique Japanese art. From a viewpoint of recent Japonisme research, one
of the ukiyo-e artists, Katsushika Hokusai had great influence on the entire range of
Western art forms. Likewise, Japanese literature including haiku has been highly
appreciated since it was introduced into the West around the Japonisme period.
However, unlike the case of Japanese painting, it is not well known that it has exerted
a considerable influence on Western literature. For instance, as for Noh plays, it seems
that the issue of how it was introduced into Western literature at the beginning of the
20th century has been hardly discussed so far especially in Japan.

Therefore, in my presentation, I will examine how Ezra Pound (1885-1972), who
1s one of the greatest modern American poets, translated Japanese Noh plays into
English as literature based on Ernest Fenollosa’s manuscripts which Pound acquired in
1913. In my discussion on Pound’s Noh translation, I will explicate how Noh play made
a significant contribution to Pound’s modernist poetics. Amongst several Noh plays
translated by Pound in ‘Noh’ or Accomplishment, a Study of the Classical Stage of
Japan (1916), I will examine “Kakitsubata” and “Suma Genji” to show the importance

of Pound’s translation of Noh plays.
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The expression behavior means imperative and directive in
Japanese and its understanding in Indonesian
Dwi Anggoro Hadiutomo
(Chuo University)

This article contains a brief study of the field of linguistics related to the use of
sentence pattern show instructions, prohibitions, commands, and aspirations in
Japanese language and how they are understood by Indonesian. People use a language
in their daily activities, often interact with each other in a sentence pattern that
shows their meaning, and especially from a foreigner's perspective, foreigners often
find ambiguity regarding the sentence pattern used. That is, use of a pattern indicating
a specific meaning. There are several types of expression patterns in Japanese and
Indonesian patterns, such as indication, prohibition, command, desire etc. In the use of
language by a group of people, a sentence issued by a person not only depends on the
internal elements of the language rules, but also always related to the situation and
culture of his community. Their language use and language understanding are not only
base on the structure of the language used for the language, but also on the behavior of
the society such as the culture and customs of the society that uses the language. Data
photographs containing text are taken mainly in public places in Tokyo in the form of
stations and outdoor stations. The first approach used in linguistics is sociolinguistic
theory combined with the study of meaning in linguistics and morphological theory.
From this research, the expression patterns most commonly used for instruction and
prohibition, and how the meaning of utterances and situations arises from the use of
each of these expression patterns, can be seen. In addition, it seems interesting how
foreigners, especially Indonesians, are read the sentences with imperative and
directive meaning in terms of indications, prohibitions, orders, and desires, and how
they respond.
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